Carbon Ca ptu re's Proponents of carbon capture make big promises about
Methane Problem capture rates—but will those promises live up to reality?

Enchant Energy is making big promises about its proposed carbon capture retrofit at the San Juan Generating Station (SJGS) in
New Mexico and seeking big subsidies to install the technology at the plant. Will taxpayers wind up footing the bill for a costly

project that promotes, rather than contains, greenhouse gas emissions?
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(and that'’s optimistic)

IEEFA's new analysis shows that after
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coal used for generation at SJGS, only 49-72% of the CO, equivalents as leaks from CO, pipelines or
emits large amounts of methane— produced by both the power plant underground storage, or additional
none of which has been captured or and the mine. Even if the plant runs emissions from using captured CO,
will be captured even if the power much better than it has in the past, for enhanced oil recovery (EOR)—
plant is retrofitted. total carbon dioxide equivalent are excluded from projections. Any

of these would move Enchant even
further from the mythical 90-95%
carbon capture goal.

emissions would still reach nearly
3 million tons of CO, annually.

The life cycle analysis methodology used here is not unique to Enchant’s project and can be used to
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https://ieefa.org/resources/carbon-captures-methane-problem

